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can lose, or you can die. They have
chosen the best of the three options, to
leave of their own will.

The first Senator to whom I wish to
pay tribute is on the floor. That is Sen-
ator JOHN WARNER of Virginia. I have
listened to the tributes from Senators
HARRY REID and CHRIS DODD and so
many others and I join in the chorus. I
will not recount JOHN’s illustrious ca-
reer and service to our country. But he
was kind enough a few weeks ago, when
I called and said I do a cable show, can
I drop by his office, and he agreed to it.
We have captured forever, in this little
cable show I do, his office. Some of the
memorabilia tell the story of his life
and the story of Virginia and the U.S.
Navy, I might add, and he also shared
s0 many great stories of his service to
our country in so many different ca-
pacities—in the Navy, in the Marine
Corps, in the President’s Cabinet, and
in the Senate.

I think of JOHN WARNER and his gen-
tlemanly ways as I hope not a throw-
back to the Senate of the past but per-
haps an inspiration of the Senate of the
future because his friendship tran-
scends party label.

There have been times in the Senate
when he has proven, with his independ-
ence, that he looks at issues honestly
and directly and sometimes has broken
from the ranks of his fellow Repub-
licans when he felt it was necessary. 1
know he thinks long and hard before he
makes those decisions.

There have been times when he
showed extraordinary leadership dur-
ing this contentious debate over this
war in Iraq. He and Senator LEVIN ex-
emplified the very best in the Senate.
Even when they disagreed, they were
totally respectful of one another, they
were deferential to one another’s feel-
ings and interest. Yet they served the
national purpose by engaging in a
meaningful, thoughtful debate on an
extremely controversial issue.

During the course of the last several
years—JOHN WARNER may not remem-
ber this, but I will never forget it—
when I got into hot water on the floor
of the Senate for words that were spo-
ken, JOHN WARNER was one of the first
to come to me afterward. He put an
arm on my shoulder and said: Look, we
all make mistakes. Carry on.

I know it is probably something he
has forgotten, but I never will. I thank
him for that generous spirit and com-
passion, which I hope will be part of
my public service career in the future,
as has exemplified his own. He showed
courage so many times and foresight
that will be part of his legacy.

As HARRY REID mentioned, the cour-
age to step out in his own home State
against all the odds and to take on a
member of his own party with whom he
disagreed in a very public way, that
wasn’t missed. We noticed all across
America that you were willing to show
that kind of courage.

In the Senate recently, if Senator
BARBARA BOXER was on the floor—if
she hasn’t already done it, I am sure
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she will when she returns—she will tell
you, were it not for JOHN WARNER’S
leadership, the debate on the issue of
global warming would not have gone
forward in the Senate this year. Both
Senator WARNER and Senator
LIEBERMAN stepped up and found a bi-
partisan approach to deal with this
issue. We did not pass it. I wish we had.
But we certainly engaged in debate
many thought was impossible. We
brought it to the floor. We engaged the
Senate and the American people in a
thoughtful consideration of an issue
that will be here for generations to
come.

I consider it a great honor to have
served with JOHN. I think he is an ex-
ceptional individual. Virginia was
lucky to have him as their voice in the
Senate for 30 years. America was lucky
to have him in service to our country
in so many different capacities.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I thank
my colleague for his very thoughtful
remarks. Our relationship has been one
that included both wives. I recall an
event we attended, and immediately
the next morning my wife received
from you a book which she, being an
avid reader, stayed in that book for the
evenings that went on for a week or so.
That is the way this great institution
works. It is not all on the floor before
the television cameras.

Senator DURBIN is a strong leader, a
tough adversary. I wish to say how
much I have enjoyed working with you
through these years. I wish you and my
other colleagues well because you have
a great challenge in the next few days
or two. We have to solve—and you will
be part of that leadership team dealing
with it, along with colleagues on this
side—we have to reach the right solu-
tion to restore America’s confidence in
the lifeblood of this Nation; namely, its
economics.

I thank the Senator. I wish to add
that my mother very proudly always
claimed Illinois as her State.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, we are
honored being the home of your moth-
er’s birthplace. I failed to mention one
other bill that I think is so important,
and that is the extraordinary assist-
ance Senator WARNER gave to his col-
league, Senator WEBB, when it came to
the new GI bill. That bill passed, and it
will dramatically improve the lives of
so many veterans and their families be-
cause we stepped forward in a bipar-
tisan fashion. It was the first thing
Senator WEBB said to me as a new Sen-
ator was his goal, and he would be the
first to add he could never have
achieved it without the support of his
colleague from Virginia.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, how
thoughtful to raise that, not in the
context of this Senator but Senator
WEBB. I have great respect for him,
particularly his military career, which
is extraordinary, where mine is of far
less consequence. I joined him. He was
the leader on that legislation. I always
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said I was the sergeant in the mere
ranks of his platoon. But it did, and it
enabled me to add one more chapter to
what I have tried to do so much: to
repay to the current generation, the
men and women who very bravely wear
the uniform, all the wonderful things
that were taught me by previous gen-
erations of men and women who wore
the uniform from whom I learned so
much throughout my entire career and
public life.

That is landmark legislation, I say to
my good friend from Illinois. It is
something that is well-deserved for the
men and women and their families. I
commend you for bringing up that
about our good friend and colleague,
Senator WEBB.

I yield the floor.

CHUCK HAGEL

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, 12 years
ago when I came to the Senate, I was
joined by a new Senator from Ne-
braska, CHUCK HAGEL. CHUCK became a
friend, and we have worked together on
a number of issues over the years. He
also, in a weak moment, agreed to do
my cable show. I went to his office. We
talked about his background; first, his
service in Vietnam, something I par-
ticularly admire, the courage he
showed in volunteering to serve in our
Army, and then coming together with
his brother in the same unit and both
of them under fire. Both of them served
our country in combat. He came back
and was a successful businessman. He
went on to serve the people of Ne-
braska and eventually to serve in the
Senate.

We have worked over the years to-
gether. I have always found him to be
a gentleman. His word is good, and he
has the courage to step up and take a
position once in a while that may not
be popular, even in Nebraska.

I know his leadership on the issue of
the war in Iraq will be remembered be-
cause, during the last 2 years when we
struggled to find a way to bring this
war to a close, he is one who would
cross the aisle and join us in an effort
to find a reasonable way to end this
conflict in an honorable manner. I re-
spect him so much for that.

I have one special little measure of
gratitude for CHUCK HAGEL. There is a
bill I introduced which is as near and
dear to me as any I considered. It is
called the DREAM Act, to give lit-
erally tens of thousands of children
across America who came to this coun-
try, were brought here by undocu-
mented parents, grew up as Americans,
never knowing any other life, any
other culture, maybe not knowing any
other language but English, and now
find themselves graduating high school
with no country. They are told offi-
cially by American law they are not
wanted or needed and asked to leave.
They have nowhere to go. This is home.
They want a chance, just a chance to
be part of America’s future in a legal
way.

This DREAM Act has been controver-
sial because it relates to immigration,



